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BENEFICIAL SOCIETY -+ MASONIC HALL 
. t motional fraternal and charit able organization, 

Starting in 1850 the Masons, an in e · 85 (S 
• fi . 1 Society Hall for $16.15 per month, up to $25.00 m 1 7. t. 

had rent~ the I Bene c1a f also gathered there until their church was ready for oc­
Paul's Ep,.scopo ~o~gr~a ~~; 1857 the Hall was purchased by Doylestown Masonic 

cLuodponcyN m 2148485 f. ~ r:.Ap5r0, o 'and was dedicated on October 28, 1858, by the Crand 
ge o. or ~L,.rT • ,,. "A ext t · 

Lod 
f p I ·a According to Bucks County lnte111gencer, n ra ram was 

gfre O henn~tyy voffam d. ·ng an opportunity for Philadelphians residing along the rail-
run om t e Cl or 1 • ,, be f 
road to visit Doylestown to witness the ceremom~ a_nd about 300 mem rs o the 
fraternity did attend. The Lodge held its first meeting m their new _hall on Ja~uary 29, 
1858· nd for many years thereafter, the Lodge continued the pract1Ce of renting space. 
On M~ 15, 1860, the Doylestown Democrat reported, "W,e see that John S. ~ eston has 
opened a green grocery in the basement of the Masonic Hall where he w,11 beep a 
constant supply of fresh vegetables, fruits, etc. within season. Such an establishment 
has been much needed in our borough and we hope the enterprising proprietor will 

receive a liberal share of patronage." 

In 1902 improvements were made 
to the exterior of the Hall, according 

- - -----------' to plans submitted by A. Oscar Mar­
tin (1873-1942), a welH~nown Doylestown architect. In 1921, plans were again 
presented by Martin, who had become a member in 1908, to mahe improve­
ments and remodel both the exterior and interior. The rear wall was deterio­
rating, the main lodge room had to be strengthened, and new benches were 
to be installed to accommodate the increase in membership. To this end, bids 
were submitted from the following contractors, Harry Murphy-structural 
worR; John J. Rufe-heating and ventilating systems; and Charles B. Moyer­
electrical wiring. It is estimated that the total cost was no less than 
$15,000.00. Financing was through a mortgage, and six hundred bonds were 
issued for $25.00 each, payable in not less than 20 years. The worR com­
menced in September 1921 and meetings were moved to the second floor of 
lenape Hall. Upon completion in February 1922, The lnte/ligencenegarded it, 
as "one of the most attractive and commodious (halls) in this part of the 
state. The Lodge and banquet rooms have been lengthened to twenty feet, a 
very large and fully equipped Ritchen has been constructed and thi:-re are 
lobbies and retiring rooms of large size and attractive design." 

The building at 55 East State Street, which continues as the Masonic Ha:t, 
houses an organization of more than 570 members and is in its 174th year, 
maRing it one of the oldest buildings in Doylestown still in use today. 

OURARCJHVAL COLLECTIONS 
The Doylestown Historical Society houses a broad range of phutos, docum1.'nts and othc, resowces 1r,,hich bear 
significance to the history of the Doylestown area. The,i;e m.1terials are available for rev1ci+ mid stud;' in tht So­
ciety's library and archives. A few examples arc li::,ted bcfow: 

Doylestown Boys Brigade, 1907-1998. News clippt w , am 1111 ~ 
7.ltion founded by George Murray whose objective wa.q to it!'•' : 
street comer life. 

Doylestown Car Shows, 1977-2017. Show programs and miscellaneous news clipp~ 

Doyleetown Cai~ 1938. News clippings, photographs, misccU t0eou m~ 
celebntory ovait. 

If you ,re iiltwwt,tl ill aploring aay of our holdings, pl«. contact the Society ofl 11 t ( J 

• Ari organi­
!il · • ._:ltive to 


